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Abstract:

The Dimasa are an ethno-linguistic group who once nestled a kingdom
over a substantial part of the Northeastern Region of India (NER) between
ca. 11th-19th century CE. Although the ethnic group did not have a written
record of their past, they built monuments, such as monoliths, gateways,
fortification walls, rock-cut temples, brick-built temples, etc., at Kasomari
Pathar, Dimapur, Maibang, and Khaspur. But the problem is that apart from
the site reports by colonial authorities, there is no detailed account of
remains therein. To remit the gap, the author and a few participants
undertook field surveys in the aforementioned sites betweenJanuary and
February 2024 and collected data on monuments. Besides, interviews were
also conducted in native languages to retrieve the oral tradition. The result

highlighm a comprehensive account of archaeolo gical remains of four major
Dimasa-built sites,
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Introduction:

. Dimasa has a biennia] connot
Its language. In other words, the
who speak a branch of the Tib
groupis listed as a Schedule T
and in the Northeastem Region
space of Assam's Dima H

ation that applics to the ethnic group and
y are an Indo-Mongoloid group of pcop!c
c¢to-Burman language. The Dimasa ¢thnic
ribe as per the Government of India nor
of India (NER), confined to the gcogrgphtlcz:l
ailakand; . asao, Karbi Anglong, Nagaon, Hojai, Cachah
L{I‘;:lr‘:tl)(l‘:::,(:;"d”}qd S'n'bhu'mi Qistricls. Bcsidbcs lﬁut. llf‘cy are also s;gtrsg‘l).
This ethnic .louagal(u‘ld S Dunupur district and Manipur's Jiribam (ilslrl}‘l:
CE.lcuviugl;’:s "If 0::“ ruleda k"lgfionl between ca. | 1thand 19th ?cumr'u:i
Pathar, Maib: ,“f’ "lmllgllufulcrml remains in heritage sites at Kasomar
HDaAng, and Khaspur in Assam, and Dimapur in Nagaland. Previous
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DIMASA HERITAGE IN THE NORTHEASTERN 39
studies on these heritage sites date back to the colonial period, when
Grange (1840) reported on Dimapur's ruins. Butler (1855) and later Go’odwin-
Austen (1874), acknowledging the previous work's limitations, produced a
detailed survey report on the Dimapur ruins. Goodwin-Austen also coined
the term "chessman column” to denote the carved cylindrical pillars at
Dimapur. Bloch (1909) observed two sites, Dimapur and Kasomari Pathar.
In Dimapur, he observed a third type of monolith called the "buffalo hom
column."Bloch was also the first to report on Kasomari Pathar's monolith,
Hutton (1922) compares Dimapur's monoliths with those erected by other
ethnic groups in NER. Amore recent study was conducted by Langthasa
(2019), and we also have an excavation report of Dimapur by Nienu
(2024).However, the problem is that there has not been a comprehensive
study of the four major heritage sites and monuments collectively. Thus,
the present study is guided to fulfil the objective.
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Figure 1: Map of NER highlighting the heritage sites, prepared using
Google Earth data and QGIS sofiware

The survey was conducted in four sites, three located in Assam (€.8.,
Kasomari Pathar, Maibang, and Khaspur) and one in Nagaland (c.g.,
Dimapur) (fig. 1). All these sites are in river valleys surrounded by h“‘l
lerrain. Although the site's archacological remains belong to the Dimasa
cthnic group, the contemporary demography associated with the sites 1S
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diverse. For instance, the arca around Kasomari Pathar is inhab
Bodo ethnic group, while the Naga ethnic group inhabits Dimap
and Khaspur are the only two sites where a sizeable Dimasa populatign
inhabits. The survey in the study area was conducted during the dry winger
months of January and February 2024 with the help of Community
participants. The archaeological survey was done intensively through

footwalking in the accessible area around the footpath with the participants'
support(Singh, 2023).

Regarding documentation, an archacological resource documentation
schedule was prepared based on the documentation method enumerated
by Kadambi (2011) and Singh (2023). Each site was listed separately, and
each monument, whether a monolith or temple, was given a separate code
for identification and description. A hand-held Global Positioning System
(GPS) device recorded the site's coordinates. The measurement of each
monument and artifact, of varied shapes and sizes, in the site or those
preserved in District Museum Haflong (DMH) and Maibang Rajbari
Complex (MRC), is done using a measuring tape and a ranging rod.The
survey documented monoliths comprising stela (n=35), cylindrical pillars
(n=17), V-shaped pillars (n=1), rock-cut temples (n=1), brick-built temples
(n=4), terracotta bricks (n=24), stone sculptures (n=9),and stone pillars

(n=3). The map wascreated using Quantum Geographic Information System
(QGIS) software. ’

Dimasa Monuments at Dhansiri Valley
Kasomari Pathar

AtKasomari Pathar (26A° 29' 41" N. and 94A° 09' 23" E.) in Golaghat
District,Assam, there are two varicties of monoliths--cylindrical pillars (n=1)
and stelae (n=35)(fi 8. 2). The stelac are arranged in two separatc rows=
front row (n=18) and back row (n=17). The stelahas rectangular cfossé
scctions shaped like giant chisels with carvings on onc side and PO““Cr
edges directed toward the sky. However, their height differs, and some ol
these are also broken. The stelae are named according to their doumu\.ll
iconography. As such, there is a stela with a lion triumphing OVer ‘fn
clephant, another witha human head motif . and another witha four-lul".‘?fh
human figure, There is also an isolated cylindrical pillar aboul 4 ll}. h:;u;
divided into multiple segments. Its upper scgment is shaped like a "“b}“: has
and adorned with a wheel and geometrical designs. The next scgll\?_".l,|:1r
d narrow zone, beneath which is a girdle-like structure decorated wn_lh ul'\-\von
and floral motifs, At the base, there are circular bands. At the same (ime, sy
engraving fills the gap between them,

Uur, Maibang

Scanned with CamScanner



DIMASA HERITAGE IN THE NORTHEASTERN

s Fa

Figure 2: Stela and Cylindrical Pillar at Kasomari Pathar (source: S. Nath)

AtDimapur (25A° 54' 45" N, and 93A° 44' 30" E.) in the Dimapur district,
Nagaland, remains of monuments, such as monoliths, fortifications, and
brick gateway, are found (fig. 3). Regarding the monoliths on the site, in the
premise, these monoliths are distributed in four areas: 'Monolith no. 1,
‘Monolith no. 2', 'Monolith no. 3', and 'Monolith no. 4'. In the ‘Monolith no.
1" area, monoliths (n=17) are arranged in three parallel rows in the north-
south direction. Observation of the cylindrical pillars in the Monolith no.
1" area suggests that the highest pillar stands in the centre, while the rest
diminish on both sides.Besides, the pillars at the south end appear older
and coarser than those erected in the north or the centre. The distance
between the two rows of the cylindrical pillar is also narrower at the south
end. One erect V-shaped pillar and other broken fragments lie on the ground
In the same area. In 'Monolith no. 2', broken pieces of multiple monoliths
are exhibited. However, in 'Monolith no. 3', cylindrical pillars are arranged
1 two parallel rows in a north-south direction. In the first row, there is one
erect cylindrical pillar, while in the second row, there are four such erect
pillars, while the other pillars are broken and lie on the ground.

o l.Lﬂh'le\/-lonolith no. Af" a'large single cylindrical pillar stands. Itm.easurt.:s 5
ca’p dcc;ght and 7 m. in circumnference. The top segment hasa hen;nsphcncal
Sitsins (riated with f!oral apd geometrical motifs. Thcn, Eherc IS & NAITOW
clow i gr the hemispherical cap where geometric mon.fs are cngmvgd.
) 800111cfri)crc are two rooms-sc;.)arated by an elongated circular band with
a8 also |C' m?tlf. thcr motifs l.ncludc a flower, a wheel, and a sword. The
pillar 4 h'ls q stmilar geometric motif. On the other hand, the V-slmpgd
Ppears as two long rectangular slabs joined at the base while
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gradually increasing in distance. Thesc aredecorated on three sjdes with f
dog, goat, peacock, and flower motifs. Each motif is created within a rop, |
with double vertical lines. The space between the lines is adomed with /
geometric motifs. j
i
f
f
gt
/

Figure 3: Cylindrical Pillar at Dimapur in Monolith no. 1 (source: S. Nath)

Dimasa Monuments at Mahur Valley

Maibang : district
Maibang (25A° 19'26" N, and 93A°9' 52" E.) in the Dima Hasao 1500m;
Assam, exhibits a plethora of archaeological remains, including lcn“;‘i s
brick, rock-cut temple, sculptures, and stone pillars. Some of the gr M;’~C~
retrieved during construction activity are preserved at DMH aE River
The only monument at Maibang is the rock-cut temple on the Ma kl'ls appet
bank(fig. 4).The temple is designed as a hut carved from the roC ble 100
portion.The plinth area has a rectangular dimension and a dou 1 side:
structure with curvilinear caves. It also has four false doors of C:llrcs are
Regarding the sculptures, six gatekeeper or dvarapala s.,cuflll) lro.\'imit)'
exhibited in DMH (n=5) and MRC (n=1). Although the dimensiond lr)ip.m in 8
varies, the design of these sculptures is similar as they stand ‘;pl ecklaces:
stela holding a staff, Furthermore, these are decorated with bead!
waistbands, and bracclets around the wrist and arm. WM
The chimera, identificd as a horse, is exhibited at DMH ("j‘l) o
(n=1). The sculptures have four legs decorated with bead neck ‘t legs.
the neck and hip. while two wings protrude from (the fron

g
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pcculiarily of the sculiplurc is its sharp canine teeth, which d
{0 be thosc of an herbivorous animal. Thus, leading to the assumptionthat
it is a chimera, not a horse. Besides, fragments of pillars with imrica?c
carvings of lcaves, flowers, and animals are exhibited at DMH (n=3). There
arc also scmi-broken terracotta bricks displayed at DMH and MRC (fig. 5)
Table 1 below provides the dimensions of the bricks. The dcpictcci
iconography in bricks includes a tusked elephant rider, a horse rider, a
flower and a twig, a standing man, Krishna playing flute, and a vase with

twigs on both sides. The iconography displays the Dimasa's belief system,
familiar animals, and utilized utensils.

0 not appear

Figure 4: Rock-cut Temple at Maibang (source: S. Nath)

LR Ll B

Nath)

. ) (source: S.
Figure 5: Terracotta Bricks at DMH (above) and MR( (below) (3¢
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Table |: Terracotta Bricks from DMH (acc. no. 34) ang MRC
St Figure Number Iconography Dimension (in cm)
No. Length Width Thickn
1! @) Tusked elephant rider 17 17 3 -
2. 1) Flower and twigs 16 16 (i
3. 1(c) Standing man 16 T“T\
S 1(d) Krishna playing flute 17 12 4 —
5. 1(e) Tusked elephant 17.5 125 PiEEnos
6. 1(H) Floral circle 15 15 33
7. 1(g) Horse rider holding a sword | 15 15 145
8 1(h) Vase with twigs on both | 16.5 15.5 25 1
sides i
9. 1() Krishna playing flute neara | 17.5 175 3
tree o 5
10. 1() Flower and twig 15.5 185 4
11. 1(k) Horse rider 12 13 3
12, 1(1) Floral circle 14 15.5 15
13. 1(m) Two standing men 14 19 3-
14. 1(n) Vase with twigs on both | 16 14 4
sides SRR R
15. 1(0) Unidentified 15~ 14.5 3
16. 1(p) Standing man 17.5 10 4
17. | 1(q) Unidentified =112+ 135 5745
18. | 1(r) -2 | Vase s : 9 8 3.5
19.  [2(2) Elephant rider : 15 15 35
20. 2(b) - | Unidentified - 17 17 4 |
21 2(c) Horse rider 18.5 16 3
22, 2(d) ‘Standing man 18.5 19 | 47
23.  12(e) Tusked elephant rider 17.5 17.5 35
24. | 2f) Tusked elephant rider 18 18 3.5 O

(source; authorg)

Dimasa Monuments at Barak Valley
Khaspur s :
AtKhaspur (24A° 54' 49" N, and 92A° 55' 26" E.) in the Cachar distr®
Assam, brick-built monuments, irl';'cluding fortification walls (0.9 m. Wit
and 2 m. high), gateway (n=1), and temples (n=4),are observed(fig. 6). The
galeway has a rectangular plan of about 8.9 m. x 3.6 m. It has a double 199
structure with tapered pilasters at its corners, and on its sides, there el
EI.V;;(Z %{Zard rooms with two openings and pointed arches facing cach Olhlccl:-
Storvh ;?gba”d'_“"{plc has a 5.8 m. x 4.2 m. rectangular plan. It158 o:m
alsoy o !gg with pilasters at the corners and a double rooflop. Tl,‘crg“cd
it p 0 c fxrchcs in .cach doorway, and the gap between them 18 i
Priasters. According 1o the Dimasa's oral tradition, the prese™

deity in the {emp]
sword, Howevcr, i
the Bury

nese invasion ofthe Dima
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The Vishnu temple is a one-story building witha double roof structure
and a rectangular planof4.9 m. x 7.3 m. It has one door in the middle (1.6m,
high), serving as the main entrance, with false gates on both sides of the
door. Similarly, on the temple's rear side, there are three false gates. Besides,
on the side walls are three pairs of two-tiered windows and tapered pilasters
on the corners. A small square space is also near the temple where the Tulsi
or Holy Basil (Ocimum tenuiflorum) is planted. The ritual bathing temple,
or Snan Mandir,has a domed roof and four doors in each cardinal direction.
It has a square plan of about 2.9 m. x2.9 m.The Kali temple is a brick-built,
one-story, double-roof building with pilasters at corners. It has a rectangular
plan of about 3.9m. x 5.6 m. The temple has three doors at the entrance.
Each doorway has pointed arches, while the gap is filled with pilasters. On
the temple's rear and lateral sides are pairs of three false gates with tapered
pilasters on the corners. -~ s |

Figure 6:p,
Snhan Temple;

numents at Khaspur: a, Ranachandi temple; b, Vishnu Temple; c,

d, Baroduari; e, Brick Sortification, f;, Gateway (source: S. Nath)
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There is also Baroduari('baro’ = twelve + 'duari’ = door), 4 ot
building with lime plaster and stucco decoration. It has a rectingylgy -
of about 4.3 m. x 5.7 m. The building has rectangular rooms on bogh, sté)riaen
and twelve doors, with three on each side. However, only one dog; msl
each story is open, while the rest are false doors,which were opted for
decoration. A window in the first story is also open near one of the false
doors to the right of the main door. Likewise, there are steps through which
one can reach the first floor, and in it, the tapered pilasters rise above the
arch while the gap is decorated with floral (mostly lotus bud) and rosette
motifs. On the other hand, no such decorative niches or motifs are observed
on the ground floor. Moreover, on the ground floor, around the rectangular
hall, there is a corridor. The building has a double roof structure. There is
also a small brick house with a single roof near the building. According to
oral tradition, it was used as a platform for monarchs and courtesans to
witness cultural festivals or sports. However, others consider it a temple.
Findings

Based on field surveys and explorations, this paper successfully fulfils
its objective of documenting and providing a descriptive account of
heritage sites and monuments preserved at these locations. At Kasomar
Pathar, 36 monoliths were recorded, arranged in two rows-18 stelge in th'e
front and 17 in the back-alongside a separate cylindrical pillar. In Dimapurs
palace complex, monoliths are distributed across four distinct Z0nes,
featuring cylindrical and V-shaped pillars arranged in three rows. Dimapur
also has remains of brick fortifications, gateways, and tanks. In Malbzgng,
the rock-cut temple dedicated to goddess Ranachandi is the chief attracltl?o;
while other structural remnants are ina ruined state. Khaspur1s notable o
its brick-built Vishnu, Kali, and Ranachandi temples and buildings hkeins
gateway and the Baroduari. These heritage sites, with their tangible rernae ss,
attract travellers and tourists, contributing to cultural awareness,
preservation, and the local economy.
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